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Elkhart County  

Snowmobile Club 
Keepers of  the Miami Trail 

  Club meeting  

location and time!! 

 

Monthly Club meeting is 

held at 6:00 p.m. at the 
River Inn in Bristol. 

Our March Club meeting 

will be held on Saturday, 
the 7th in Cadillac at our 

Club Ride In.   

WEBSITE: 

miamitrail.org 

 
 EMAIL ADDRESS 

info@miamitrail.org 

 

TRAIL HOTLINE 
PHONE NUMBER 

574-848-4545 

For current trail  
conditions 

2008/2009 ECSC Board Members 

Officers:                                           Three Year Board Members: One Year Board Members: 
PresidentñFred Graber            Maynard Bontrager          Terry Adam  
Vice Presidentð Doug Stuckey               Ross Springer          Nate Miller 
Secretaryñ Brad Plett         Jim Hearn          Craig Erickson 
TreasurerñLavon Bender                         Phil Tom               

CLUB RIDE IN DETAILS 

The arrangements have been made for the Club ride in so you need to call and 

make reservations.  We have 15 rooms reserved and a conference room for         

Saturday evening.  Pizza and Pop will be provided by the club.   

 Where: Cadillac Sands Resort in Cadillac Michigan. 

 When:  March 6-8th.  Late departure time is set for 2:30 on Sunday 

Rooms are discounted for the club so make sure you reserve your room under the 

 ñElkhart Snowmobile Clubò.  

Lodging Price - $79.95 plus tax ï Frontview or lakeview rooms 

                       $ 94.95 plus tax ï lakeside or poolside rooms 

                       $ 115.00 plus tax ï Jacuzzi rooms 

Phone #ôs are 800-64-SANDS or 231-775-2407 

Room Cancellation ï 7 days prior to arrival ï If not cancelled within 7 days 

the 1st night lodging charge will be charged 

You can go to this website to check it out www.cadillacsands.com 

Any questions contact Doug Stuckey at trailboss@miamitrail.org 

PO Box 1302  
Goshen, IN  46527 -1302  

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Greetings, 

A big hello to all out there enjoying the snow and riding the trail. December seemed to get off to a slow 

start with the snow season even though it was cold the snow machine just did not want to start. What a 

difference for January. I have heard some comments that this is the best that people have seen the trail. 

Thanks to those who took time to groom, it has set the trail up nice to stay good as long as we can keep 

our snow. Think more snow. 

Welcome to the New Members who have joined this season. It is great to have your participation and I 

look forward to meeting those of you I have not met yet.  The sport of snowmobiling is a great experi-

ence to be enjoyed by families and individuals and the continuation of trail programs rests largely on 

clubs and communities, and non-profit organizations throughout the country. The cooperative effort of 

these organizations is really the only reason the programs exist. Indiana programs are funded by snow-

mobile registrations and private groups. No tax dollars go into this, however the DNR does take admin-

istrative fees out of the snowmobile fund and the fund is shrinking. This brings new challenges to all 

the clubs as we face raising more funds on our own and try to figure out how to cut costs for mainte-

nance and installation, landowner leases etc. There is strength in numbers so once again thanks and 

welcome new members. 

I was unable to attend the January meeting due to the fact that my wife Deb and I welcomed our 4 th 

child Ethan Cole Graber to the world on January 4th. Mom and son are doing well and we thank God  

for blessing us and our family. 

Fred Graber, 

 President 

Club house at Eby Pines 

http://www.cadillacsands.com/


 
Upcoming Events  
February 5 - 6:00 p.m. Monthly Club meeting at River Inn, Bristol 
Feb 8- Tentative plans to ride from Lawton to the Grill House in Allegan 
March 7 Monthly Club meeting at Club Ride In at Cadillac, Michigan  
March 6 - 8, 2009 - Club ride in 
 

 

Club Ride In 
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Hello everyone.  Well, here I am again writing another newsletter and wondering why time goes by so fast even when 

things are slow at work.  Itôs times like these I would rather have everything slow down when work loads slow down.  I guess one 

thing that has come out of being slow is I donôt have an excuse not to go and ride. 

 As Iôm writing this, trails have been open for about 12 days.  The riding has been great this year although the groomer is 

down.  I will address that in a minute.  We have had some good riding and have received good reports from people riding the trail 

that it has been the best they have seen it in years.  The north end is under water in a few areas around Ebyôs due to the river freezing 

down stream and backing up.  The water has nowhere to go so it is going out instead up downstream.  The dam in Elkhart is to 

blame.  Otherwise things are great and 80% of the trail has been groomed.  As for the groomer, it is in Fredôs shop right now waiting 

on parts and waiting for the engine to be pulled.  We did not blow an engine, but the clutch needs repaired and pulling the engine 

seems to be the easiest way to access the clutch so it can be repaired.  It should not be too difficult to pull the engine because every-

thing is so accessible.  Hereôs to wishful thinking.  The other issue we have is one of the idler wheels has broken a bearing and needs 

to be replaced.  Hopefully we can get it up and running while we still have snow.  Itôs a shame to see all this snow and not have the 

groomer running our trail system making it smooth. 

 The Club Ride-In is scheduled for March 6-8th at the Cadillac Sands Resort in Cadillac Michigan.  The resort has had a 

makeover this past spring and sounds like it should be a good time.  At the resort you will find a pool, restaurant, bar, conference 

rooms and other amenities.  When you make reservations please advise the person you are talking with you are reserving under the 

Elkhart Snowmobile Club.  The club has worked out special rates and also a belated check out time at 2:30 on Sunday.  The weekend 

will be a relaxed atmosphere.  Check in is on Friday and no planned events are schedule for the evening.  Saturday we will be break-

ing off into groups according to riding ability and if you are not interested in riding, the pool or surrounding area has many other 

activities available.  Saturday night we will be joining as a club and eating in one of the conference rooms where pizza and pop will 

be provided.  Sundayôs late check out time will allow people to get one more ride in before leaving.  The weekend should be a good 

time, so I hope you can participate.  Until next time, ride safe and have a great winter! 

Doug Stuckey,  

Vice President 

COOK OUT FUN AT THE CLUBHOUSE 

MISC CLUB INFORMATION 

Club Groomer 

On Jan 10th we had a cookout on the trail in front of the club house at Eby Pines.  It was good to mingle for several hours and 

catch up with friends, meet new friends and enjoy hot dogs and other refreshments.  Thanks to all who showed up.   

We will be taking nominations for 2009-2010 officers and board members at our February meeting.  Please come prepared with 

nominations.  Current board officers and members are listed on the front page of this newsletter. We will need to fill all positions 

except for two of the three year positions.   We will be holding elections at our March meeting, Saturday the 7th in Cadillac.  We will 

make provisions for those who can not attend the ride in to still cast your vote. 

Enclosed with this newsletter is the new brochure for the Miami Trail.  Please give this to someone that you think might be interested 

in joining the club.  Currently these brochures have been placed at Hill Top Restaurant, gas station in Millersburg, Elkhart County 

Fairgrounds, Cycle Works, Goshen Chamber of Commerce and North End Cycle.   


